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ABSTRACT

The World Bamboo Organization's charitable Foundation currently has 8 research
Fellows focused on various topics relating to sustainable forest management of
bamboo, climate mitigation through the planting of bamboo on degraded lands
and utilization of engineered bamboo as alternative fiber and timber. In this
presentation for IUFRO World Day, the 8 Fellows will outline their topic and the
goals of their research.
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PROGRAM

WBO joined forces recently with Hal Hinkle and the Hinkle Charitable Foundation to
establish a sister organization to the World Bamboo Organization. The new entity is the
World Bamboo Foundation. The objective of the WBF is to specifically support the
commercialization to timber bamboo globally to reduce the impact of climate change and
to help mitigate rural poverty, mostly throughout the tropics and subtropics where timber
bamboo naturally thrives.

The WBF expects to operate two programs to support these two objectives. First, an annual
fellowship grant cycle to bamboo researchers globally to address the use of timber bamboo
for either objectives. Second, once we can reconvene our in-person global conferences,
we will also provide an annual “Global Bamboo Prize” for uncommon leadership, innovation
and insight that recognizes the potential importance of timber bamboo to humankind.

The World Bamboo Foundation Steering Committee carefully coordinated the selection of
8 individuals across six broad topics in hopes the Fellows will produce a holistic set of
publishable findings that will have applicability and appeal in the global bamboo
community.

Susanne Lucas is Executive Director of WBO and WBF and will introduce the Session.

Hal Hinkle is the President of the WBF, and CEO of BamCore, and will present first,
highlighting a paper just published by BamCore.

The paper is titled: Our Green Downpayment: Fight Climate Change by Turning Buildings
into Carbon Sinks with Timber Bamboo.”

Next, the 8 WBF Fellows will present their research and share open discussion during this
90-minute session, entitled Promoting the use of timber bamboo as a major contributor for
both global climate change and poverty mitigation.
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