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ABSTRACT 
 
Bioeconomies emphasize knowledge-based production and use of renewable 
biological resources through sustainable processes. Non-timber forest products 
(NTFP), goods used by humans for food, medicine, and other essential items, are for 
the most part ‘invisible’ in the accounting of forest-based economies and 
management of resources that supply such economies. Latin America, with more 
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than 20 percent of the world’s forests supplies many NTFPs to local and global 
markets. Brazil, Chili, and Argentina are leading transitions to bioeconomies, 
developing national strategies and programs.  
 
The Task Force “Unlocking the Bioeconomy and Nontimber Forest Products” is 
coordinating with global experts from more 25 institutions to improve knowledge 
and understanding about these neglected forest resources and elucidate pathways 
to ensure integration into bioeconomies. Inspired by the European INCREDIBLE 
project, task force members are organizing a forum “Untapping the Potential of Non-
Timber Forest Products for Latin American Bioeconomy: Connecting bioeconomy & 
forests to people and human development” to explore and develop pathways to 
integrate NTFP into bioeconomies.  
 
This session serves to launch the initiative. The principals will introduce the forum 
and facilitate a discussion on issues. The forum will extend through May 2022, with 
events during the World Bioeconomy Forum, GreenRio/Green Latin America, and 
World Forest Congress. 
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PROGRAM 

16:00 – 16:10 Welcome and Introduction to the Task Force 

16:10 – 16:35 Presentation by Team 

16:35 – 16:55 Questions & Discussion 

16:55-17:00 Conclusion & Closing 
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