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Natural and old-growth beech forests are unique ecosystems in Europe and Asia, with relict 

forests in Central America. They cover a variety of environmental conditions in a wide range 

of northern latitudes, from low elevation to treelines, where they have adapted to different 

disturbance regimes and often host multi-century trees. 

The event will showcase available research on the biological/ecological uniqueness of 

natural beech forests. Special emphasis will be given to their role in biodiversity 

conservation, their ability to store carbon and contribute to climate change mitigation, their 

dynamics in terms of climate change resilience. 

 

The event will be split into two subsessions 

Sub-session1 - Sep 28th (8:45 AM UTC) 

"Old-growth beech forests structure and attributes, with implications for the carbon 

cycle and biodiversity conservation"  

Sub-session 2 - Sep 29th (10:00 AM UTC) 

"Beech forest dynamics under global change" 
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Topics covered 

Old-growth forests 

Forest patterns and processes 

Forest Demography 

Forest Biodiversity 

Forest Physiology 

Forest Genetics 

Resilience and Resistance under Global Change 

Measuring Ecosystem Services 

 

 

 


